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Dear Parents,                                                                                                               

Welcome back everyone. ! We hope you had a lovely half term and have enjoyed learning about the Titanic as part of your home learning project. break and the children are ready for another exciting half term.

Spring Two English Topics                                      

 Children will be focusing their writing around the explorer Matthew Henson. They will be learning facts and creating sentences all about his adventures to the North Pole.   As the children have a strong imagination and interest in Pirates, our next topic will be focused around the text Captain Teachum. 
The children will be orally retelling the story and writing sentences to describe the character.                                                                                                           


World Book Day Friday 6th March
Your child will need to come to school on this day dressed as their favourite book character. This year our World Book Day theme is around books by the author Paul Geraghty. The children will be doing a range of activities based on one of his texts as we are lucky enough to have this author and illustrator visit school on Friday 27th February.  

During our first week back, the children will be visiting the Sea City Museum as part of our Titanic learning. We will also be looking at the text Samsons Journey by Lauren Graham. The Children will enjoy a discovery session (guided tour) of the ‘Southampton’s Titanic Story’ exhibition finding out the hidden stories of the Titanic pitched at a level suitable for them by expert guides. They will experience a Workshop in Learning Deck. The popular Titanic workshops combine costumes, stories and a range of kinaesthetic activities designed to engage all learners. Adult helpers are encouraged to lead some of these activities. Finally, the children have self-guided time in the museum. This is a perfect opportunity to consolidate learning and to have a go on the interactive activities throughout the exhibition.

World Book Day

Exciting news! This year on world book day (Friday 3rd March) we have Andy Seed a child’s Author visiting the school. The children are going to be doing activities linked to one of his books. Year One will be exploring the book called ‘Interview with a Kangaroo and other Marsupials Too’. The children are going to make a class book about the facts they have learned and share this with the author in the afternoon. The children will also get the opportunity to look at the other books written by the author and parents can buy a signed copy if they wish.

We have been promoting the love of reading and the children are given the opportunity to choose 3 free books over the next few months. This is funded by the Young Readers Programme who are linked to The National Literacy Trust. The children have chosen their first book and on World Book Day will be able to enjoy their chosen book with a friend.

English – Factual sentences about a famous explorer and descriptive sentences about the character Captain Teachum.
Home Learning Spring 2

For home learning this half term we would like the children to create a fact sheet about the interesting things they have learnt about the Titanic. This could include pictures and models that they have made at home. They may even want to re-enact the activity from the Museum, where they sank the Titanic using water and an ice cube tray ( See letter).

Maths – Multiplication and division and place value
English – Writing a recount. The Titanic and Samsons Journey.
Science – PlantsSeasons
History – How have explorers changed the world?
PEPE –  Inside- Dance (growinGymnastics: Body Parts and Outside: Ball Skills (hands)
RE – Salvation – The concept of Welcoming in the Easter StorySalvation, The Easter Story

DT- Making puppets
Music - : Musical Vocabulary – Keeping the Pulse: My Favourite ThingsCharanga- Round and Round, Different styles of music 
Computing -– Digital ImageryProgramming
 PDL JJigsaw (PHSE)and No Outsiders – Healthy MeHealthy Me
Art – Clay

Reading at home



Indoor PE – This will continue to be on a Wednesday this half term. Children should wear PE kit to school on this day. 

Library Day – Monday- children should bring their Library book back on Monday to return and change. 
[image: Image result for images of reading journal  clip art]Children’s photos will be up on our reading celebration wall in the KS1 corridor.  These are moved along the wall as they achieve different milestones.  When they read with an adult in school we will stamp their diaries. Please also continue to record when you read with them at home so we can keep up to date with their number of reads and move them on our celebration wall. 

Please could we ask that reading diaries are now in school each day to ensure we can record the three sessions adults read with them. 


Uniform
As the weather starts to improve, children may be taking off jumpers/cardigans at varying times throughout the day. Please make sure your child’s clothes are named to ensure that if they leave them elsewhere in the school, they will work their way back to us. 


Water Bottles, Bookbags and Little Wandle Books
Please ensure your child is bringing a named water bottle into school each day as the weather improves. The children do need their bookbag every single day as we record in their reading diaries and their certificates are really important to them. Little Wandle books need to be returned to staff every Monday, so that they can be used for other groups. We have noticed that some books have been ruined through water bottles being placed in book bags. Please make sure that bottles are carried separately to avoid this happening. 




Independence
As we try to foster greater independence as they move towards Year 2, we are hoping that with our reminders the children will remember everything they need to bring to school and to go home with.  Over Spring 1 we noticed that a lot of children have been returning to the classroom at the end of the day, when there could be no adults present to supervise them.  For their safety please keep the children with you once we have handed them to you.  Many thanks for your support with this.










Thank you for your continued support 


Mrs Campbell, Mrs Bailey, Miss Green and the Year 1 Team, Mrs Clayforth-Carr and Mrs Wray
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