Admissions policy for St. John’s (VA) Church of England Primary School

2011/12
If you would like your child to come to our school in September 2011 you must complete an application form either by collecting it from your catchment school or completing the on-line application form.   The Local Education Authority will manage the admissions process on behalf of the school according to the scheme which they will publish in their Admissions booklet for that year.  However it is still the Governing Body, as the Admission Authority for the school which will allocate places in line with this policy.
Our school has an admission limit of 60 for 2011/2012.  This means that we can admit up to that number of children to the reception year.  If we receive more than 60 applications we will use the following priorities to decide the children we can admit.  Please note that the places will not automatically be held by a designated school unless the parent applies to the school within the deadlines stated in the LA booklet. 
Children for whom a Statement of Special Educational Needs has been agreed naming the school are automatically admitted to the school.  Where places required by Statemented children are known before the Admissions Committee meets, the number of pupils with such Statement will be deducted from the 60 places available.

Responsibility for implementing the policy and making decisions about admissions to the school rests with the governors.  
Admissions Criteria

1. Children who are in the care of the Local Authority or provided with accommodation by that Authority in accordance with Section 22 of the children Act 1989 and whose parents are active members of the Church of England or who are residing with the family of an active member of the Church of England.

2. Children who are in the care of the Local Authority or provided with accommodation by that Authority in accordance with Section 22 of the Children Act 1989.

3. Children who live in Forton St. John the Evangelist Parish who are worshippers at St. John’s Church and have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.

4. Children who live in Forton St. John the Evangelist Parish who are worshippers at St John’s Church but have no sibling on roll at the time of entry.

5. Children who live in Forton St John the Evangelist Parish who are worshippers at any other Church of England or other Trinitarian church and have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.

6. Children who live in Forton St John the Evangelist Parish who are worshippers at any other Church of England or other Trinitarian Church and have no sibling on the roll at the time of entry.
7. Children who live in Forton St John the Evangelist Parish of any other faith or no faith who have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.

8. Children who live in Forton St John the Evangelist Parish of any other faith or no faith who do not have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.

9. Children who have a serious medical, physical or psychological condition which makes it essential that they attend the preferred school rather than any other and for whom appropriate medical or psychological evidence can be provided in support.

10. Children who live outside the Forton St John the Evangelist Parish but within the LEA catchment area who are worshippers within the Church of England and have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.

11. Children who live outside the Forton St John the Evangelist Parish but within the LEA catchment area who are worshippers within the Church of England and have no sibling on roll at the time of entry.

12. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist parish within the LEA catachment are who are worshippers at any other Trinitarian church and have a sibling on roll at the school.
13. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist Parish within the LEA catchment are who are worshippers at any other Trinitarian church and have no sibling on roll at the school.
14. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist Parish within the LEA catchment area of any other faith or no faith who have sibling on roll at the time of entry.
15. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist Parish and within the LEA catchment area of any other faith or no faith and no sibling on roll at the school at the time of entry.

16. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist Parish and outside the catchment area who are worshippers at a Church of England Church and have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.

17. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist Parish and outside the LEA catchment area who are worshippers at a Church of England Church and have no siblings on the school roll at the time of entry.

18. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist Parish and outside the LEA catchment area who are worshippers at another Trinitarian Church and have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.

19. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist Parish and outside the LEA catchment area who are worshippers at another Trinitarian Church and do have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.
20. Children who live outside Forton St John the Evangelist Parish and outside the LEA catchment area of any or no faith who have a sibling on roll at the time of entry.

21. Children who live outside the Forton St John the Evangelist Parish and outside the LEA catchment area of any or no faith who do not have sibling on roll at the time of entry. 

When parents are late in applying for admission their application will still be considered if places are available in that particular year group, taking account of the admissions criteria when necessary.

Parents Rights of Appeal

Any parent wishing to appeal against a decision by the governors not to admit their child to St John’s School should obtain a form from the school office, which should be sent directly to:


The Diocesan Education Office


 Cathedral House


 St Thomas Street


 Portsmouth


 Hants  PO1 2HA

Home to School Transport

The policy of Hampshire County Council will be followed.

Waiting List
Parents who are unsuccessful in obtaining a place may ask in writing to be included on a waiting list.  Parents who are included on the waiting list will be ranked in order of priority on the basis of the admissions criteria above.  Any places that become available 

before the start of the academic year will be offered to parents on the waiting list in accordance with that ranking.  Length of time on the waiting list cannot be taken into account when admission decisions are made. 
After the start of the academic year in September parents on the waiting list will be asked to indicate if they will with their children to be considered for a place should a vacancy arise.
Applications Forms

Application forms and church commendation forms are available from the school office.

Definitions

Parent – Parents, guardian and others who have actual care of a child and whose address appears on the child benefit book or other agreement confirming the care of the child.

Sibling – A brother or sister including half-brother, half sister, stepbrother or stepsister, or any child who lives in the same home as part of the family.
Home  - Must be the address where the child usually lives.  Places cannot be offered on a possible future address.  If you and your child move to a different address but have not sold or given up the tenancy of your previous home we will not count this as a change of address.  Also if you allow your child to live with someone in a different priority area, the child’s usual home will taken as their home address so their priority area will be on the one your addresses is in.  Children who have parents with shares responsibility will have the address at which the parent who is in receipt of Child benefit used as their home address.

If you are moving in the area we need one of the following before we can consider your child for a place and this school:

· A letter from a solicitor confirming that you have exchanged contracts to buy a property in the area

· A tenancy agreement confirming that you will be renting a property in the area.

· A letter from a housing association confirming that you will be living in the area.

Parish  -  The esslesiastical parish in which the home is situated.  A map of the parish is available for inspection of the school.

Catchment Area  -  Geographical area the LEA have designated as the areas served by the school.

Distance  -  Measurement of distance in a straight line from the front door or the home/flat to the main entrance of the school.
Other Faiths  -  Parent of children of any other faith who wish their children to be educated in a Church of England Aided School.

Admission arrangements for Reception Children

By law children must start school in the term following their fifth birthday.  However in line with Hampshire’s policy St John’s School will admit Year R pupils onto the school roll by the end of September in the school year in which the child has his or her fifth birthday.

Admission of a child to Year R will be subject to the Headteachers professional judgement, following the discussion with the parent.  Where parents do not wish to take this opportunity for early admission the child may be admitted later but this will depend on the availability of places.
